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Trans-disciplinarity 

Actors from all sectors of society are invited 
to collaborate beyond their silos: a trans-
disciplinary approach, bridging perspectives 
from practice and research, on how children 
relate to themselves, to others and to their 
environments. 

The conference is designed with interactive 
sessions, artistic experiences and participative 
methods that will stimulate an innovative 
process of mutual learning. Learning 
opportunities that will engage different ways of 
learning and communicating.

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.”

- Nelson Mandela

 
Participants will explore seeing children as 
competent partners and meet different ways 
of how such perspective is brought into reality, 
working at the intersection of sectors and 
disciplines.

We are inviting participants to engage in a 
collective experience that serves the children 
we work and live with, that serves each of us 
individually and that serves our communities 
and societies. 

Through this event we are creating together a 
space where we can:

•	 be stimulated by the enthusiasm of 
speakers, workshop facilitators and other 
participants

•	 meet one another in an inspiring 
community of professionals working with 
and for children

•	 ask questions, learn from each other, 
sharing our experiences and knowledge on 
all levels

•	 create new pathways thinking beyond 
sectors and silos, be inspired by 
the experience of an interdisciplinary 
perspective

•	 explore new ways of looking at situations, 
others,	ourselves	-	find	different	ways	of	
approaching daily challenges

•	 make new contacts with whom partnerships 
can be formed to solve problems at local, 
regional or national levels

This conference has been organized by the 
Learning for Well-being Consortium and the 
Alliance for Childhood with participation of 
Eurochild, Universal Education Foundation, 
IASWECE, ELIANT, CEJI and EPTO, and 
is hosted by the Higher Institute for Family 
Sciences. This conference has the generous 
support of the Evens Foundation and the 
Universal Education Foundation. 

With this event we create the opportunity 
for stakeholders from all over Europe, but in 
particular in Flanders to have a meaningful and 
deep dialogue about their policies for children 
and childhood and to lay the foundation for a 
fruitful and constructive cooperation.

Unfolding
Conference

The



We need to explore a new image of children that moves far beyond our old image of children as 
objects of care, as consumers, as future workforce, as “blank pages”. A new way of viewing and 
treating children as competent partners, with whom we construct the world.

We need to understand learning and living as integral processes encompassing physical, emotional 
and mental aspects, as well as a spiritual dimension. This will allow us to move from a disease-and 
deficit-centred	education	and	healthcare	to	promoting	health	and	well-being.

Shifting this paradigm will improve the quality of children’s relationships with themselves and their 
natural and human environments - foundational elements for the quality of their childhoods.

With this conference we aim to explore how we can implement a different perspective moving from 
standardised to child-centred approaches and from sectoral to systemic solutions in policy and 
society..

Developing core capacities
At the heart of the conference is our intention to encourage the unfolding of each child’s unique 
potential:	the	specific	gifts,	innate	qualities	and	expression	of	life	purpose	that	seem	to	be	present	
from the very beginning of life.

As every parent knows, fundamental differences in how children interact with their environments can 
be noticed in infancy, and continue throughout life. Too often differences in ways of communicating 
and learning are causes of exclusion and are viewed as problems to be resolved rather than as 
natural patterns of expression to be supported. When children and adults are allowed to function in 
their own natural ways of being, participation in all activities becomes more engaging, meaningful 
and inclusive. 

There are underlying skills and practices that need to be addressed. It is these that we are calling 
“core capacities.” The core capacities also relate directly to physical, emotional, mental and 
spiritual development. They are concrete practices, not overly abstract or complex. 

How can we nurture a culture where each and every 
child can unfold their unique potential and engage in 
society?



A growing community
This event is an important milestone in the life of the organising partner organisations who are 
bound by the conviction that supporting the unfolding of children’s unique potential, requires the 
commitment of all actors having an impact in the quality of childhood so that a new culture of seeing 
the child as whole person and a competent partner may emerge.

The Alliance for Childhood is a growing community of people working so that the child is respected 
as a fellow human being with his or her own aspirations to develop his/her inner potential. This 
conference is an opportunity to take stock of approaches that can improve substantially the 
relationships of children with themselves, others and their surrounding environments.

The Unfolding conference also provides a platform to launch the Learning for Well-being Institute, 
spearheaded by members of Alliance for Childhood and the Universal Education Foundation. 
Building on the principles of the Learning for Well-being framework, the Institute will offer a space 
for cultivating the core capacities of those working directly or indirectly with children from all 
relevant sectors. By providing state-of-the-art content and innovative methodologies, it will act as an 
incubator of new ideas, gathering different perspectives at the intersection of policy, practice and 
research. 

This event is therefore a warm invitation to you, as part of the community making this conference 
possible, to engage in the development of the Learning for Well-being Institute. The core capacities 
will be at the heart of the Learning for Well-being Institute as the foundation on which complex 
competences can be developed.  

Throughout the conference, we will explore ways of observing, listening, and inquiring that allow 
individual	processes	to	emerge	and	flourish,	and	create	environments	that	support	the	unique	ways	
of functioning of every person. These processes for exploring uniqueness are some of the core 
capacities for those working with children.

A	preliminary	and	non-exclusive	set	of	core	capacities	we	have	identified	are:		relaxation;	sensory	
awareness;	paying	attention;	subtle	sensing;	reflection;	listening;	inquiring;	empathy;	discerning	
patterns/systems.

The theme of the Unfolding Conference points to two intertwined perspectives: the individual (each 
child) and the group (society). 

•	 The unique potential must relate to the individual: it is what is uniquely possible for that 
particular individual (the self). 

•	 The unfolding (or manifesting) of that potential can only happen within a context (of other people 
and the environment).

•	 The	intertwining	and	mutually	influencing	factors	of	those	two	perspectives	form	“the	red	thread”	
of the conference.



Reflecting  
together   
WED, OCTOBER 23 

Welcome reception, panel 
discussion and round table 
dinner conversations 

International	experts	will	reflect	on	the	
image of the child and its implications 
for children and for our societies 
during a panel discussion. 

The panelists are: Sir Al Aynsley-
Green (former Children’s 
Commissioner England), Maria 
Herczog (President Eurochild), Luc 
Stevens (NIVOZ, Netherlands), Bruno 
Vanobbergen (Flemish Child Rights 
Commissioner). This is followed by a 
Learning for Well-being Dinner with 
round table conversations, facilitated 
by inspiring professionals from 
different	fields	of	work.

What are the benefits for you:

•	 The great opportunity to enlarge 
your network, meet people from 
different sectors and different 
countries and cultures, working 
with children and young people 
whom you may not usually 
have the opportunity to meet 
for exchange of views and 
experiences

•	 Share your questions and insights 
with experienced practitioners 
and researchers

•	 Get engaged in informal though 
rich discussions and enjoy a 
wonderful evening!

Insights and  
dynamic learning         
THU, OCTOBER 24 

A whole day of key note 
speeches and interactive 
workshops

This day will address some of the 
core issues our societies are facing 
in education, parenting support, 
counseling, health care, children’s 
participation and child rights.

We are delighted to bring together 
a broad range of international 
professionals in a conference focused 
on mutual learning. How can we move 
beyond the rhetoric of children’s 
rights and well-being? How can 
we implement innovative ideas by 
partnering with children?

 
What are the benefits for you:

•	 This unique mix of national and 
international experiences is the 
ideal melting pot to inspire, but 
also to challenge each other and 
to think “out of the box”

•	 Keynote presentations will set 
the scene followed by interactive 
workshops that will enable 
participants to engage in deeper 
reflection	around	specific	areas

•	 You will explore together with 
professionals from different 
sectors how diverse ways of 
learning and communicating can 
be applied in a practical way

Getting involved: 
Open Space      
FRI & SAT, OCTOBER 25-26 

One day and a half in an 
Open Space Technology 
Session

ALL participants are invited to bring 
in their knowledge and insights to 
discuss and plan action on the topic 
of the conference.

We will share questions, best practice 
examples, ideas, projects - and 
move forward to concrete actions 
- that MAKE A DIFFERENCE to our 
children’s well-being.

The Open Space is designed to allow 
all who are present to create the 
agenda of the work together.

 
 
What are the benefits for you:

•	 These sessions will bring together 
a community of concerned 
citizens and professionals to 
address the challenges, issues 
and concerns that our children 
face

•	 Experience the power of collective 
intelligence by working collegially 
in a setting with no hierarchy

•	 Participate in developing shared 
actions	that	support	a	significant	
shift in how children are viewed 
and treated

One event in three parts
This conference has been designed as a WHOLE experience, so we hope 
that many of you will be able to join us for the full duration. However, you can  
combine	the	elements	of	this	event	in	three	parts	in	the	way	that	best	fits	your	
needs.



17.00 – 18.00 Welcome reception

18.00 – 18.15 Introductory words by organisers

Daniel Kropf, Executive Chair Universal Education Foundation - Learning for 
Well-Being Consortium (L4WB)
Michiel Matthes , Secretary-General - Alliance for Childhood European Network 
Group

18.15 – 19.15 Panel discussion 
Reflecting on the image of the child

Sir Al Aynsley-Green, Former UK Children’s Commissioner  
Luc Stevens, NIVOZ/hetkind (NL)
Bruno Vanobbergen, Flemish Child Rights Commissioner 
Maria Herczog, President of Eurochild

Moderator: Luís Manuel Pinto (Universal Education Foundation)

19.15 – 19.30 Our Future – children and young people’s perspectives 
By Raphaela Nys / Video by Dorothee Nys

19.30 – 21.30 Learning for Well-being Dinner 

Welcome words by the host:  
Hans van Crombrugge, Higher Institute for Family Sciences

Moderated by  
Jean Gordon, Learning for Well-being Consortium

Facilitated by  
Inspiring table hosts from the conference faculty

Programme

Wednesday, October 23



Programme

Thursday, October 24

9.00 – 9.10 Morning Introduction 
Nurturing a new culture 
by Jana Hainsworth, Secretary-General, Eurochild 

9.10 – 9.35 Keynote 
Core Capacities for 21st century learners 
Daniel Kropf and Linda O’Toole, Learning for Well-being Consortium

9.35 – 9.50 Our future – children and young people’s perspectives 
By Jeff Bortels and Ewout De Cat

9.50 – 10.15 Keynote
Creativity – the right to an arts-rich curriculum for all 
Christopher Clouder, Alliance for Childhood

10.15 – 10.45 Break 

10.45 – 12.15 Morning Parallel Workshops

12.15 – 13.45

12.40 - 13.00

Lunch Break

Invitation to an interactive session on PLAY 
by Fred Donaldson

13.45 – 13.55 Afternoon Introduction 
Intertwining perspectives  
By Hans van Crombrugge, Higher Institute for Family Sciences

13.55 – 14.20 Keynote 
The Belgian national strategy for improving children’s well-being   
By Julien Van Geertsom, Belgian Federal Government

14.20 – 14.45 Keynote 
The child as a competent partner 
By Katharina Weiner, familylab

14.45 – 15.00 Our future – children and young people’s perspectives 
By Jason Dewalque and Lucas Lenaers

15.00 – 15.25 Keynote 
Which society do we envison? 
By Mathias Urban, University of Roehampton



15.25 - 16.00 Break

16.00 - 17.30 Afternoon Parallel Workshops

17.30 - 18.00 Break

18.00 - 19.30 Guided Visualisation 
Inner Landscapes 
By Linda O’Toole and Luis Manuel Pinto

19.30 - 21.30 Dinner 
Sharing experiences and insights

21.30 - 21.45 Music to conclude the day

Friday, October 25

9.30 – 9.50 Introduction by convenors 
By Jan van Gils and Jana Hainsworth

9.50 – 10.05 INTRODUCTION to Open Space Technology 
By Stien Michiels

10.05 – 11.00 Creating the agenda 
Facilitated by Stien Michiels and Karen Van Heuckelom

11.00 1st Slot of Open Space Session

12.00 – 14.00 Lunch Buffet 
Offered during Open Sessions allowing participants to self-manage their 
participation

12.30 2nd Slot of Open Space Session

14.30 3rd Slot of Open Space Session

16.00 4th Slot of Open Space Session

17.30 – 18.00 Evening Announcements 
Check out / Concluding the day



Programme

Saturday, October 26

18.00 – 19.00 BREAK / Preparing reports

19.00 – 20.30 DINNER Buffet

20.30 – 20.45 Presenting reports

20.45 – 21.00 Music to conclude the day

9.00 – 9.30 Morning announcements

9.30 – 9.45 INTRODUCTION to Planning Session (in Open Space) 
By Stien Michiels

9.45 – 11.15 Planning Session

11.15 – 12.00 Presentation of actions

12.00 – 13.00 Musical introduction and check out

13.00 – 13.15 Closing



Parallel Workshops
Under the umbrella of the conference theme - Nurturing a culture that allows 
each and every child to unfold their unique potential and to engage in society 
– the morning and afternoon parallel sessions are focusing on two intertwined 
perspectives: The child in relation to self  and The child in relation to human & 
physical environment. 

A.  MORNING PARALLEL WORKSHOPS 
 10.45 - 12. 15 (Duration: 1.30)

A1.  E-Fast: An innovative method for healing childhood stress and trauma 
by Gina Ross

A2.  Young children as creators and communicators  
by Jan Peeters, VBJK

A3.  New Perspectives in Understanding  
and Accommodating Different Educational Needs ... an example of Inner Diversity 
by Truus van Putten

A4.  Wholeness and nature: Reconnecting with what is real  
by Louise DeForest and Helle Heckmann

A5.  Supporting parents - Integrative pathways to child well-being  
by Christoph Meinecke, Cristina Meinecke and Kirsten Schreiber

A6.  Moving together – Eurythmy 
by Mia Lemaitre

B.  AFTERNOON PARALLEL WORKSHOPS 
 16.00 - 17.30 (Duration: 1.30)

B1.  Peace is Child’s Play 
by Fred Donaldson

B2.  Tact of teaching 
by Luc Stevens

B3.  Children are the ‘hidden mourners’: 
Why should we take bereavement in childhood seriously?  
by Sir Al Aynsley-Green

B4.  Children’s rights  
by Jonathan Levy and Bruno Vanobbergen

B5.  Family as a living system 
by Katharina Weiner and Anne-Claire de Liedekerke 

B6.  Attachment and Spirituality:  
Connecting with oneself, the world and the spiritual dimension of life 
by Heather van Zyl and Stefanie Allon

B7.  Music  
by Elke Weber-Bartosch



Stefanie Allon-Grob born in 1946 
in Switzerland, trained as teacher, 
Waldorf pedagogue, curative 
pedagogy and speech therapist. 
Stefanie moved to work and live in 
Israel	in	1978	and	started	the	first	
Waldorf kindergarten in Israel in the 
kibbutz in Harduf and later another in 
Kiriath Tiv’on. Stefanie represents the 
more than 100 Waldorf kindergartens 
in Israel in IASWECE. She helped 
founding  EIN BUSTAN, Spring in the 
Garden,	which	is	the	first	intercultural	
Jewish-Arab Waldorf school in Israel. 
The founders of Ein Bustan share 
a vision of a society in which Jews 
and Arabs live together peacefully 
in equality and understanding. 
Ein Bustan aims to build a bridge 
between the Arab and Jewish 
populations in Israel by fostering a 
joint, multi-cultural educational setting 
based on the Waldorf approach.  
Stefanie is married, mother of 4 grown 
up children and lives and works in 
Ti’von Israel. 

Christopher Clouder FRSA is 
the founding Director of the Botin 
Platform for Innovation in Education, 
based in Santander, which promotes 
social and emotional education 
and creative learning in schools 
across the world.  In 1997 he co-
founded the Alliance for Childhood, 
a global network of advocates for 
the quality of childhood, and is their 
International Coordinator From 1990 
to 2012 he was co-founding CEO 
of the European Council for Steiner 
Waldorf Education,. He taught 
adolescents in Steiner schools for 
25 years and is now an educational 
consultant and lecturer. Christopher 
has a new role as Principal of a 
new innovative secondary school in 
Italy, with a creative, arts-rich and 
inspiring curriculum. He is a member 
of steering committee for the Learning 
for Well-being Institute.

www.allianceforchildhood.org 

Working with and on behalf of children 
has always been in the center of 
Clara Aerts’ activities. After working 
with street-children in Colombia, 
she took up her work with children 
between 3 and 7 in Flanders. Clara 
worked in mainstream education 
before working as a Waldorf/Steiner 
EC teacher for more than 20 years. 
Clara is part of the coordinating 
group of IASWECE (International 
Association for Steiner / Waldorf 
Early Childhood Education). Among 
other, she is responsible for outreach, 
networking and fostering new projects 
in the world.  She has been giving 
workshops on different aspects on 
child development at international 
Waldorf ECE conferences. Clara also 
works for Steiner Schools in Flanders 
as a pedagogical advisor and trainer 
for the kindergartens.  Clara’s home is 
in Flanders Belgium where she lives 
with her husband and son. 

www.iaswece.org 

Sir Al Aynsley-Green is trained 
as a children’s physician, was 
Nuffield	Professor	of	Child	Health	
and Director of Clinical Research 
at Great Ormond Street Hospital for 
Children,	then	first	National	Clinical	
Director for Children in Government, 
and	the	first	independent	statutory	
Children’s Commissioner for England 
from 2005-10. He is now Professor 
Emeritus of Child Health at University 
College London, and Founder of 
Aynsley-Green Consulting, engaging 
with governments and organisations 
worldwide on children, childhood and 
children’s services. He was knighted 
by the Queen for his services to 
children and young people in 2006. 
Sir Al Aynsley-Green is the patron of 
the Childhood Bereavement Network.

www.aynsley-green.com

Yakarah Attias-Rosen, is married 
with 3 children and lives in Lappid, 
Israel. For the past 13 years she 
has held positions in Gamida for 
Life including the position of Deputy 
Director of the Education for Life 
Foundation. Yakarah holds an 
Undergraduate degree from Hebrew 
University and a second degree 
in Business Management from the 
Polytechnic University in New York. 
She also served as an Educational 
officer	in	the	Israeli	Defence	
Forces	and	is	a	certified	instructor	
of Nonviolent Communication® 
and Human Dynamics®. Over 
the past three years Yakarah has 
been developing and leading 
empowerment retreats for Israeli 
Women in cooperation with the 
“Queen of the Desert” organization in 
Israel. 

Hans Van Crombrugge, PhD Ed. 
Sc., senior lecturer Foundations 
of Educational Theory and Family 
Pedagogy, and president of the 
Knowledge Centre ‘Higher Institute 
for Family Sciences’ of the University-
College Brussels ‘www.hig.be’. 
Before he had teaching and research 
positions at the Universities of 
Louvain (KU Leuven) and Ghent. 
His publications in several different 
languages and lectures deal mostly 
with the history of ideas. He tries 
to rediscover and revitalize the 
traditional wisdom concerning 
education and childrearing as 
cultivating humanity in each 
individual. He believes very strongly in 
‘cultural ways’ to support parents and 
educators, in the spirit of children’s 
rights. An example is his idea of the 
parenting pledge as a ritual to install 
parents as true ‘child-minders’.

Speakers / Workshop Facilitators
A-H



After co-founding a Waldorf School 
in Vermont, Louise deForest spent 
many years as a kindergarten teacher 
and started the Farm Kindergarten at 
the Fellowship Community in Spring 
Valley, NY. After leaving full-time 
teaching, she worked part-time as 
the Early Childhood Pedagogical 
Director at the Rudolf Steiner 
School, in Manhattan. Presently, as 
a freelance Educational Consultant, 
she travels extensively teaching in 
teacher training programs, mentoring, 
evaluating or as a guest speaker.  
Louise is a member of the WECAN 
Board (Waldorf Early Childhood 
Association of North America) 
and is one of two North American 
representatives to IASWECE (the 
International Association of Steiner/
Waldorf Early Childhood Education). 
She is the happy mother of four grown 
children and lives when home, in 
Western MA.  

Jean Gordon is the Director of the 
European Institute of Education 
and Social Policy which she joined 
in 1989. She has wide experience 
in the comparison & analysis of 
education policies & systems, 
and in contributing to lifelong 
learning opportunities & personal 
development through improving 
access to learning and its recognition, 
individualising pathways and 
increasing transparency of learning 
and	qualifications	in	Europe.	Jean	
has undertaken projects in the 
EU Member States, the candidate 
countries as well as in the Western 
Balkans, the MEDA countries and also 
in Central Asia.

www.eiesp.org

O. Fred Donaldson, Ph.D.  is a play 
specialist internationally recognized 
for his ongoing research and use 
of play with children and animals 
for forty years.  He has coined the 
term “original play” to describe 
his work.  He has written the book 
Playing By Heart and over 40 articles 
describing his play with children and 
animals around the world.  He is an 
aikidoist and consultant to families, 
educational, social service, health, 
and environment organizations, as 
well as corporations and athletic 
groups.  His playmates include 
special needs children, gang 
members and street kids, prison 
inmates, cancer patients, dolphins, 
whales, lions, grizzly bears, wolves, 
baboons,	and	butterflies.		He	travels	
extensively but spends much of his 
year in Sweden, the United States, 
Poland, and South Africa.  Recent 
travels include Namibia, Brazil, 
Singapore, and Bahrain.  

Jan Van Gils is married with 4 
children and 3 grandchildren and 
lives in Mechelen, Belgium. He is 
a doctor in Pedagogic Sciences 
(University of Louvain, Belgium). He 
founded and directed the Research 
Centre Childhood and Society in 
Belgium of which he retired in 2010. 
The centre was focusing on qualitative 
research projects in which children 
themselves voice their experiences. 
He was president of the IPA 
(International Play Association from 
1998 until 2005). He is co-founder 
and president of ENCFC (European 
Network Child Friendly Cities) and 
president of ICCP (International 
Council for Children’s Play)

www.childfriendlycities.org 
www.childfriendlycities.eu

Julien Van Geertsom is, since 
2003, President of the managing 
board of the Belgian federal 
Public Planning Service for Social 
Integration. Before this date he has 
worked as Administrator-general 
of the Service for Overseas Social 
Security, as Adjunct-interregional 
secretary responsible for labor market 
policy, diversity, cultural affairs and 
target groups and as local regional 
secretary of the General Belgian 
Trade Union. Julien Van Geertsom 
has	a	university	degree;	master	in	
educational sciences. 

Jana Hainsworth is the Secretary 
General of Eurochild, which 
brings together over 100 member 
organisations from across Europe. 
Eurochild is the key civil society 
network promoting children’s rights 
and well-being in Europe.  Jana leads 
the Eurochild team’s efforts to keep 
children’s	well-being	and	the	fight	
against child poverty high on the 
EU agenda.  She has also nurtured 
Eurochild’s growing expertise in 
the	fields	of	early	childhood,	family	
support and children in alternative 
care.  Throughout its work, Eurochild 
aims to ensure that the voices and 
experiences of children themselves 
are heard. 

www.eurochild.org



Maria Herczog is President of 
Eurochild and a member of the United 
Nations Committee on the Rights 
of the Child. As an academic she 
has been working as a researcher 
since 1979 and a university lecturer 
(now reader) since 1985. Her area 
of research has been child welfare, 
child protection, with special focus 
on children deprived of family 
care, infanticide, child abuse and 
neglect, child rights. She was one 
of	the	authors	of	the	first	shadow	
report submitted to the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child in 2004. 
As	a	temporary	scientific	expert	she	
has been working for the Council of 
Europe, UNICEF, and participating in 
a number of EU funded research and 
projects as well.

www.eurochild.org

Jonathan Levy is a specialist in 
pedagogy and learning strategies, he 
is a trainer of teachers and educators 
and has developed programs and 
educational workshops for children 
of all ages. He is British born and 
educated in pedagogy and the 
philosophy of education, He has 
lived and worked in France for 
over 30 years.  Jonathan provides 
training in the education, social, 
intergovernmental and NGO sectors. 
He is employed as the pedagogical 
and education specialist for the 
French Initiatives of Change program 
”Education for peace” and has 
recently co-organised the conference 
Children as Actors for Transforming 
Society (CATS) in Caux, Switzerland.  
He is president of the education 
commission of the French Janusz 
Korczak Association, and consultant 
for	UNESCO	and	Unicef	in	the	fields	
of pedagogy and children’s rights.

Helle Heckmann is an author, 
lecturer and has been a Waldorf 
kindergarten teacher for 25 years. 
She founded Nøkken, a kindergarten 
for children from 1-7 years old. For 
the last 15 years Helle has travelled 
around the world giving courses on 
how to protect childhood. Her book 
‘Childhood’s Garden’ is now available 
in English and is accompanied by a 
DVD.

After being trained as a nurse and 
midwife, Mia Lemaitre completed a 
third degree in eurythmy, specializing 
in Curative Eurythmy. After raising her 
four sons, she started to work in the 
Steiner school Leuven. Next to her 
Eurythmy lessons in the kindergarden, 
she was in charge of remedial care 
for primary school children.  Mia 
worked	for	five	years	as	a	therapist	
for children with special needs. Her 
work as a curative eurythmy therapist 
is highly valued by patients and 
colleagues.  She also gives lectures 
and trainings on a broad range of 
subjects,  always integrating the 
spiritual dimension of life into her 
activities. As a grandmother, she 
is experiencing new challenges 
and deep joy with her three little 
granddaughters.

Daniel Kropf is the Executive Vice 
Chair of the Universal Education 
Foundation, the convener of the 
Learning for Well-being Consortium. 
As a healthcare entrepreneur, Daniel 
has pursued a deeper understanding 
of human functioning through Western 
and Eastern approaches. He has 
established, chaired or directed 
several healthcare businesses ranging 
from biofeedback and cognitive 
behavioral therapy to tools for 
genetic diagnostics, cell therapy and 
sequencing to medical devices. Daniel 
is	the	founder	of	Education	for	Life;	a	
foundation dedicated to supporting 
values, attitudes and behaviors of 
caring, responsibility and respect 
in the education system in Israel. 
He is also a Board member of the 
Evens Foundation, EPTO (European 
Peer Training Organization), EIESP 
(European Institute for Education 
and Social Policy) and the Secretary-
General of CEJI...

Anne-Claire de Liedekerke is an art 
historian, married with three grown 
up children and one grand child. In 
US, Anne-Claire was a lecturer at 
the Leesburg Community College in 
Florida and a docent at the Dallas 
Museum of Art. In 1990, Anne-Claire 
and her family moved to Canada 
and she assumed the position of 
Vice-President of the French Lycée 
of Calgary. Back in Belgium in 1992, 
Anne-Claire worked at the Société des 
exposition du Palais des Beaux-Arts 
in Brussels and co-founded in 1998 
the guide “Expats in Brussels” sold in 
2009 to devote herself fully to MMM 
Europe. Her deep conviction that 
mothers have a crucial role in society 
is at the heart of her involvement in 
MMM. She has been President of the 
European delegation of MMM since 
September 2009.

www.mmmeurope.org 
www.makemothersmatter.org

Speakers / Workshop Facilitators
H-P



Cristina Meinecke is a curative 
educator and parent coach, trained 
in a Camphill Community setting. 
She works as pedagogical director 
at the Emmi-Pikler-Haus near Berlin, 
Germany, a home for severely 
traumatized children from 0 to 6 
years. Cristina founded and co-leads 
the Familienforum Havelhoehe, a 
family-supporting centre working in 
prevention and therapy of systemic 
and behavioral problems. 

www.familienforum-havelhoehe.de 
www.emmi-pikler-haus.de

Dr. Jan Peeters is the director of ’ 
Innovations in the Early Years’ , a  
Research and Resource Centre for 
Early Childhood Education and Care 
of the Department of Social Welfare 
Studies at the Ghent University 
(Belgium). He acquired a PhD on 
‘An international perspective on 
professionalism in ECE’ in 2008. 
He has been promoting several 
innovative transnational Early 
Childhood Education and Care action-
research projects since 1992 and 
has written numerous articles and 
given presentations in international 
conferences on professionalism, 
gender, poverty and diversity in 
the early years. Together with other 
international colleagues, he founded 
in 1998 the European DECET 
network on Diversity and professional 
development in ECE. He is currently 
involved in the organisation of the 
Transatlantic Forum on Inclusive Early 
Years.

Michiel Matthes became active in 
the	advocacy	field	regarding	the	
quality of childhood because of his 
experience as a father of three boys. 
He discovered that measures taken 
by governmental organisations, 
including schools, were often not in 
the best interest of the child. In 1998 
he founded a Platform Group in the 
Netherlands, and in 2006 he co-
founded the Alliance for Childhood 
European Network Group in Brussels 
to advocate for improving the quality 
of childhood in the European Union 
(www.allianceforchildhood.eu). 
Michiel Matthes is co-author and co-
editor of the book series ‘Improving 
the Quality of Childhood in Europe 
‘. Four volumes were published until 
today. 

www.allianceforchildhood.eu 
www.ecswe.org/publications.php

Dr. Christoph Meinecke is a 
pediatrician and psychotherapist, 
trained in Freiburg, Glasgow, 
Stuttgart and Berlin. He works in 
Berlin in an out-patient setting and 
is also head of the unit for newborn 
infants at the anthroposophical 
hospital Gemeinschaftskrankenhaus 
Havelhoehe . He founded and co-
directs the Familienforum Havelhoehe, 
a family-supporting centre working in 
prevention and therapy of systemic 
and behavioral problems. He also 
co-directs a home for severely 
traumatized children from 0 to 6 
years. 

www.familienforum-havelhoehe.de 
www.havelhoehe.de 
www.emmi-pikler-haus.de

Linda O’Toole brings over 30 years of 
experience in the human development 
field	to	her	current	role	of	well-being	
liaison with UEF.  Her professional 
experience has been as an explorer 
and illuminator of the multiple ways 
perception and communication 
function within and between people. 
She helps individuals and groups 
utilize their distinctive ways of 
operating so they are better able 
to develop, interact, and achieve 
their goals. Linda is particularly 
interested in addressing patterns in 
how we gather, process, and share 
information as foundational to our 
sense of wholeness, health and well-
being. Her approach involves a whole 
system perspective, which integrates 
the cognitive, emotional, and sensory 
functions, including the imaginative 
and intuitive senses.

www.learningforwellbeing.org

After graduating in linguistics and 
cultural studies in ‘98, Stien Michiels 
has	worked	in	the	fields	of	language,	
training, culture and communication. 
In 2006 she started facilitating 
brainstorm sessions, gradually 
specializing in hosting participatory 
multi-stakeholder processes and 
co-creative dialogue, mainly for local, 
national and European governmental 
institutions, socio-cultural 
organisations, healthcare and large 
corporate organisations. She named 
her social-entrepreneurial project “The 
Riverkeeper”, since she has set the 
intention to support living systems 
to thrive in alignment with their true 
nature and core purpose. She does 
so by sensing deeply into systems, 
inviting people to be present and 
aware, and inspiring them to engage 
in brave new ways of relating and 
collaborating.

www.theriverkeeper.be



Kirsten Schreiber is systemic family 
therapist, social manager, social 
pedagogue and music therapist, 
trained in Bochum and Berlin. She 
works as family therapist, team coach 
and supervisor at the Familienforum 
Havelhoehe, Berlin, Germany. 
Kirsten founded and co-directs 
the Familienforum Havelhoehe, a 
family-supporting centre working in 
prevention and therapy of systemic 
and behavioral problems. She also 
co-directs a home for severely 
traumatized children from 0 to 6 
years.

www.familienforum-havelhoehe.de 
www.emmi-pikler-haus.de

Bruno Vanobbergen is since 2009 
the child rights commissioner for 
Flanders. In 2003, Vanobbergen 
finished	his	PhD	in	Educational	
Sciences with the thesis “No Child. 
A pedagogical analysis of the 
discourses on the commercialization 
of the world of children”. Since 
September 2003, he belongs to 
the faculty at the Department of 
Education of the University of Ghent.  
The commission was founded by 
the Flemish Parliament, by decree in 
1997. The aim was to familiarize the 
public with the Universal Declaration 
on the Rights of the Child , as well as 
monitoring its compliance.

www.kinderrechtencommissariaat.be

Gina Ross founded the International 
Trauma-Healing Institutes (US and 
Middle-East) when she became 
aware of trauma’s staggering costs to 
society	and,	specifically,	to	children’s	
development when it is compromised 
by traumatic events and stressed 
adults. Her multi-cultural life 
experience and professional practice 
(she lived in eight countries and 
speaks seven languages) allowed her 
to assess the universality of children’s 
needs.  She wrote a seven-book 
series “Beyond the Trauma Vortex 
into the Healing Vortex,” created the 
“Ross Model” and teaches innovative 
stress and trauma healing tools to the 
relevant social sectors that interface 
with trauma, especially those which 
impact children’s lives. 

www.ginaross.com

Luc Stevens is an emeritus professor 
of (special) education, Utrecht 
University (NL), currently professor 
of education at the Dutch Open 
University and director and founding 
father of NIVOZ – the Dutch Institute 
of Educational Matters, a think-tank on 
education. Stevens has been trained 
as a clinical child and educational 
psychologist and as a pedagogue 
(in the European tradition). His early 
research	work	on	early	identification	
of developmental and learning 
difficulties	with	children	and	youth	
and his work on intervention triggered 
his interest in the dynamics of 
protective and risk factors in human 
development. His research in the 
last 20 years has mainly focused on 
teacher-pupil interaction, considering 
the pupil as an actor, as a full partner 
of the teacher.

www.nivoz.nl 
www.hetkind.org

Through own experiences, 
Michaela Sieh has been drawn to 
the	field	of	the	spiritual	dimension	
in bereavement counseling and 
palliative care. Her research work 
on bereavement rituals for children 
who died around birth speaks to both 
families and professionals. Michaela’s 
formal training is as a physician 
and psychotherapist, specialized in 
bereavement counseling and psycho-
oncology. Her approach focuses on 
integrative and multi-dimensional 
pathways to children’s health and 
well-being. Working as a project 
manager for ELIANT, she combines 
her healthcare background with a 
strong interest in European policies.

www.eliant.eu 

Speakers / Workshop Facilitators
P-Z

Luís Manuel Pinto works for the 
Universal Education Foundation. 
His portfolio includes organisational 
development, communication and 
partnerships with children and 
young people. Before joining UEF, 
he coordinated several European 
projects dealing with youth 
participation and diversity using 
peer-to-peer approaches and was 
the coordinator of the European 
Peer Training Organization. He 
developed and delivered several 
diversity education programs in 
Europe, focusing on themes such as 
gender (“FRUITCAKES”) and religious 
diversity (“Belieforama”). Luís studied 
primary school teaching in Lisbon , 
graphic design and communication 
strategy in Brussels and is currently 
doing a MSc in Educational Sciences 
at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel.

www.learningforwellbeing.org



Drs. Truus van Putten has an 
academic degree in Educational 
Science and has worked in a 
variety of educational settings in 
the Netherlands since 1975.  She 
made and guided many programs to 
support the development of children 
and students, working with teachers, 
teams and management. Since 2000 
she is Director of the Associatie voor 
Veranderaars REE!. In all her work she 
is focused on discovering the talents 
every individual can bring into this 
world and how to meet and challenge 
the differences between them within 
a team or organization. Last years 
she made a special program for 
Youth - Passion&Talent - that helps 
them discover their internal process 
of learning and the talents that they 
bring by nature. Also she developed a 
basic program for teachers to support 
them in meeting different educational 
needs in their practice: 3D Education.

Heather van Zyl is an Early 
Childhood teacher and is presently 
working at the Central Coast Rudolf 
Steiner School in Australia.  Her 
research	in	finding	ways	of	supporting	
the young child’s lower senses led her 
to studying the Hand Gestures work of 
Wilma	Ellersiek.			Over	the	past	fifteen	
years, she has given workshops at 
conferences both in Australia, New 
Zealand	and	the	Asia	Pacific	region.		
She completed the Extra Lesson 
training in Sydney and integrates the 
Ellersiek games within this work.  She 
is part of the International Ellersiek 
Working Group.

www.iaswece.org

Karen Van Heuckelom is a facilitator 
and accelerator of changes and 
breakthroughs in people and 
organisations. As a talent and 
employability coach and a motivation 
expert with a focus on midcareer 
perspective and personal leadership 
she supports individuals during 
important work and life transitions, 
she coaches teams in organisations 
and she facilitates co-creative 
dialogues using a range of interactive 
methods. She strongly believes in 
the interconnectedness of all living 
systems and the power of deep 
engagement, co-creation and action 
learning. She is part of the network 
organisation “21lobster street”, a 
dynamic and passionate group of 
experts	in	the	fields	of	creativity,	
innovation and change.

www.45plusperspectief.be

Katharina Weiner joined the familylab 
network in 2009. She is currently 
the director of familylab Austria and 
the PA to Jesper Juul. Since 2009, 
she has been involved in many 
different projects and cooperations 
focusing on psycho-social health 
of children. Her professional and 
personal goal is to acknowledge the 
social competences that are innate 
in children and to let children unfold 
their potentials. She sees as important 
to accompany children in their healthy 
growth as society and to give them 
the chance to become responsible 
adults, regarding themselves and the 
society. To make this happen, we have 
to listen tot hem from the beginning, 
and we have to be in contact with our 
own inner world.

www.familylab.at 
www.jesperjuul.com

Elke Weber-Bartosch followed 
studies in music (instrumental and 
singing)	and	she	is	a	certified	nurse.	
She	combined	these	two	fields	when	
she was trained as a music therapist 
in the Netherlands. She has been 
working in curative education, also 
in early childhood education with 
severely handicapped children, in 
mental health settings for children, 
in pediatric medical units and in 
pediatric oncoloy. Currently she is 
developing an inclusive place to live 
for children, young people and young 
adults who need special assistance. 
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